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ORGANISED AND SERIOUS CRIME 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr F. Riebeling):  Members, today I have received within the prescribed time a letter from 
the Leader of the Opposition in the following terms - 

That this House condemns the Labor Government for failing to provide the resources and legislative 
capabilities necessary to fight organised and serious crime in Western Australia. 

This matter appears to me to be in order and if at least five members stand in support of it being discussed, I will 
allow it. 

[At least five members rose in their places.] 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Leader of the Opposition) [3.02 pm]:  I move - 

That this house condemns the Labor government for failing to provide the resources and legislative 
capabilities necessary to fight organised and serious crime in Western Australia. 

At the heart of law and order crisis in Western Australia is organised crime.  Every day Western Australians are 
being targeted and exploited by those involved in organised crime.  Indeed, organised crime is based on 
exploitation.  Crime gangs exploit weaknesses in the law and order strategies of this state and weaknesses in 
legislative loopholes, they exploit new technology and, most importantly, organised crime gangs exploit human 
frailty.  We know that those crime gangs are preying on human weakness.  They exploit human failings for their 
own personal gain.  They are really the scum of the earth, and they walk around this city as though they are 
untouchable.  In Perth under this government they are untouchable. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The Minister for Corrective Services should listen very carefully to this and she might 
learn something.   

I am sick and tired of seeing the Mr Bigs of organised crime in Perth getting away with it.  I do not need to name 
the names.  Everybody knows who they are.  Everybody knows those underworld figures in Perth.  They know 
that they are able to walk free in the streets of Perth because this government - the government that the Minister 
for Corrective Services represents - has failed to lay even a glove on them.  That is the situation in Western 
Australia.  The activities that are now commonly linked to organised crime are the importation, manufacture and 
distribution of illicit drugs; fraud; automobile theft and rebirthing; counterfeiting; intimidation; and prostitution.  
Anyone who thinks that these sorts of activities are not happening in Western Australia right now is kidding 
himself.  Anyone who says that there is not a massive drug problem in the state of Western Australia and on the 
streets is out of touch with reality of the drug crisis in Western Australia.  Drugs on the streets at this time are 
destroying the potential of young people, whether they be young athletes or other young people in society.  
Drugs are ruining lives and tearing families apart, and people profit from that misery.  The drugs on the streets in 
this state come from organised crime; everyone knows that.  The scum who make money out of our kids - the 
kids who are affected by these drugs - are getting away with it.  They do not care whose lives they ruin; all they 
care about is making money and attracting more crime to this state.  It is not just a guy on the streets.   

There are organised crime networks in Western Australia that are directly responsible for the importation, 
manufacture and distribution of drugs onto the streets and into our homes in this state.  These operations are 
sophisticated and go well beyond the peddler on the street.  Street gangs are the foot soldiers for organised crime, 
and the drugs and intimidation that are used to achieve these goals are sponsored by criminals in this state.  
Neither the police nor government policies have had any detrimental impact on them.  There is no doubt that 
places such as Northbridge are not safe.  Everyone knows that people cannot walk in certain parts of Perth after 
nine o’clock at night or even before then.  The activities of organised crime networks go far beyond dealing 
drugs on our streets.  They bring together individuals with the skills and expertise required to execute and 
coordinate criminal activity.  Their typical modus operandi is a combination of criminal and legitimate 
businesses.  We now have a sophisticated organised crime system in this state in which the manufacture and 
distribution of drugs is combined with legitimate businesses to cover illegal activities.  It is well known to this 
extent: the Australian Crime Commission states in one of its reports - 

The sectors or goods targeted by organised crime are often areas where little criminal activity has been 
detected, or where regulations or criminal penalties are yet to be fully established or currently provide 
insufficient deterrent. 
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We must ask the question: where is the deterrent in Western Australia?  There simply is not one.  The 
government has done nothing to fight the scourge of organised crime in this state.  The underworld bosses walk 
our streets as brazenly as can be and everyone sees them.  

Ms M.M. Quirk:  Name them.  

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The minister is in the government; why does she not get up and name the underworld 
figures?  

Ms M.M. Quirk:  I acquired the information as an official and I would be breaking the law if I were to disclose 
it.  

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  I will get to them in a minute.  This government has done nothing to fight the scourge of 
organised crime in Western Australia.  The underworld bosses are out there every day.  They should rot in jail 
for what they have done to our children in this state.  I am sure that every member in this house will agree with 
that.  We need a government that has the courage to deal with it.  The ACC, very importantly, states further - 

Organised criminal groups able to access the resources required to exploit these opportunities will 
continue to present the greatest potential harm to Australian society and offer ongoing challenges for 
law enforcement.   

This government needs to understand that we simply cannot afford to ignore the damage that organised crime is 
doing to our society. 

Recently submissions have been made - both the member for Hillarys and I have talked about them in this place 
before - by our own WA Police to the Senate inquiry into the extent of organised crime.  Some of the damning 
reports indicated, firstly, increased cooperation between organised crime gangs and diversification of the 
operations; increased capacity to organise and execute both the local manufacture of drugs; and importation of 
precursor materials or end-product drugs.  Is that new?   

Ms M.M. Quirk:  No.  

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Western Australia has been and continues to be a stepping stone now for the assembly and 
manufacture of drug precursors.  Outlaw motor cycle gangs - the minister knows this well - have a significant 
involvement in the dealing of illicit drugs.  The number of fraud offences being facilitated by organised crime 
gangs is on the increase in Western Australia and now Romanian and Serbian crime syndicates are prominent 
within Western Australia.  They have strong links to not only interstate but also international crime figures.  In 
his submission to the ACC and the Senate committee, police commissioner Karl O’Callahan quite plainly states 
that “the financial resources applied to combat organised crime by WA Police in 2006 was approximately 
$4.2 million.”  The Minister for Police refutes that figure, but that is an actual quote from the submission to the 
Senate select committee.  In the same submission the police commissioner notes that a significant increase in law 
enforcement resources will be necessary to counter/prevent activities of OCGs.  This cost is anticipated to 
increase year by year.  What kind of activity have we seen by our government?  Absolutely zero.  Everyone 
knows that our law and order agencies are struggling to combat organised crime in this state.   

Judging from the briefings I have had from police in recent times about motorcycle gangs, I believe the police 
are totally intimidated by these organisations.  Is the government giving Western Australia Police the resources it 
needs?  No, it is not.  A raft of social legislation has come through Parliament while organised crime is 
flourishing out there in our suburbs.  Given the government’s new prostitution legislation, anyone who thinks 
that the running of brothels in Western Australia will stop at the point it has already reached is sorely mistaken.  
In fact, the legislation will open the floodgates for organised crime in Western Australia to branch into brothel 
ownership.  Those brothels will not be confined to their present locations; they will be located within our 
suburbs.  Today we heard the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure flounder over a statement she made to the 
press and the people of Armadale that there would be no brothels in our suburbs.  We know full well that the 
legislation will allow the establishment of brothels in residential areas.  There will be planning policy to allow it 
to occur.  Under appeal to the State Administrative Tribunal, organised crime will be able to set up brothels in 
Western Australian suburbs.  That is not all; there will also be legislation to encourage prostitution as a career 
path for young people in Western Australia.  At the same time, the people who will benefit most from the 
prostitution laws that are being brought in will be none other than members of organised crime and outlaw 
motorcycle gangs.  The Minister for Police knows this full well.  Outlaw motorcycle gangs are heavily involved 
in the manufacture and distribution of illegal drugs in Western Australia.  The Carpenter government is so soft 
on drugs that, according to my notes, Western Australia Police has stated - 

“WA is frequently used as a staging post for the importation and further trafficking of drugs and 
precursor chemicals used in the manufacture of illegal drugs to the Eastern States of Australia.” 
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That is from reports and submissions made by Western Australia Police to various inquiries.  At the moment, 
Western Australia is the drug capital of the nation.  What is the government doing about it?  It is doing very 
little.  The government is virtually saying to organised crime and people outside Western Australia, those in the 
eastern states, “If you want to bring drugs to Australia, if you want to make drugs for distribution, then all you 
have to do is come to Western Australia and you’ll have a free and open situation, because our police service, 
force or whatever you want to call it, does not have the capacity to counteract these people.”  The police service 
has said this in its submissions to Senate select committees.  The Office of Crime Prevention has said the same 
thing.   

We know that organised crime groups are responsible for pushing drugs on our streets.  This government has 
done nothing about that.  It is soft on crime and has an approach that legitimises the culture of drug abuse that 
fuels organised crime in this state.  The government is happy to sit back and do nothing rather than combat this 
scourge.  There has been report after report and article after article written about this problem.  I have in my hand 
public statements made by the press on this issue; thousands of words and hundreds of pages of statement after 
statement about organised crime in Western Australia.  What is the state Labor government doing about it?  
Absolutely nothing, in real terms.  Organised crime is profiting in this state. 

What do we need to do?  If the government is unwilling to do something about this issue, the opposition will put 
measures in place to combat organised crime.  Western Australia Police has applied to the Corruption and Crime 
Commission to access its ordinary powers to investigate crime.  It has done that only once.  Despite the fact that 
combating organised crime is said to be one of the Corruption and Crime Commission’s key roles, it has no 
ability to investigate organised crime.  It is simply the gatekeeper to powers that only the police can access.  I 
understand that police have made only one application to the CCC for the removal of bikie fortifications - that is 
under appeal - and only one exceptional powers application under the Corruption and Crime Commission Act.  
In the testimony before the Senate inquiry into organised crime, Mike Silverstone, the executive director of the 
Corruption and Crime Commission said - 

. . . the commission’s opinion that the intent of the parliament of Western Australia with regard to 
organised crime, as represented by one of the stated purposes of the act, being to combat and reduce the 
incidence of organised crime, cannot be achieved under the current legislative arrangements. 

It is not me saying it; it is Mike Silverstone, the executive director of the CCC.  He is saying, in effect, that the 
CCC does not have the power to combat organised crime in Western Australia.  He also said - 

Further, the commission expressed the view that legislative amendment was the preferred course of 
action, and this remains the commission’s position today. 

When I discussed the legislation with members of the CCC, they said changes needed to be made to the CCC 
legislation to ensure that they can work with the police to combat organised crime.  The CCC is begging to be 
given the power to investigate organised crime in Western Australia.  The commissioner of the Crime and 
Misconduct Commission in Queensland can investigate organised crime either in conjunction with the police 
through a joint task force or by undertaking independent investigations following the approval of a reference 
group.  In New South Wales, the Independent Commission Against Corruption also has the ability to conduct 
independent investigations, although there is no reference committee.  Those organisations have a much broader 
scope of operations than do the CCC and they can investigate what is referred to as “major crime” as well as 
misconduct.  The definition of “major crime” in Queensland covers organised crime, terrorism, paedophilia and 
serious crimes.  “Serious crimes” are defined as unsolved criminal activities involving offences punishable by 
not less than 14 years.  I believe it is now time for us to give the CCC the power it needs to tackle crimes such as 
these in Western Australia.  This government, which has been in power for almost seven years, has sat on its 
hands for long enough.  It is because of the government’s inaction that the opposition has begun drafting 
legislation to make the necessary changes to empower the CCC to fight organised crime in Western Australia.  
Unlike the government, we will no longer sit back and allow organised crime to grow and prosper in this state.  
We will look at the Queensland and New South Wales legislation and we will come up with the most effective 
crime-fighting capabilities.  We have already identified changes that the government should have made to help in 
the fight against crime, including expanding the investigative capability of the CCC to include major crime, 
organised crime, serious criminal activity, paedophilia, terrorism and activities preparatory to these types of 
crimes.  We will also enhance the definition of “organised crime” to facilitate investigations and we will allow 
the CCC to investigate major crimes on its own initiative or on either a complaint or a reference made to it.  We 
will also be authorising joint task forces with the police and other law enforcement agencies to carry out major 
crime investigations.  These powers are crucial to ensure that we take up the fight against organised crime in 
Western Australia.  We will expand the powers of the CCC to enable it to work with the police to investigate 
serious criminal activities, which will allow greater access to the CCC’s coercive powers to help deal with 
uncooperative witnesses.  I am sure that will help progress serious unsolved crimes. 
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I will make our position very clear.  If necessary, the Liberal Party will do what this government has not had the 
guts to do.  People are sick of this government doing nothing to tackle the growing problem of organised crime 
in Western Australia.  They are sick of the drugs, the break-ins and the exploitation.  They are sick also of the 
Mr Bigs in Northbridge who can go into a restaurant and stab or shoot someone in the leg four times and not be 
convicted.  People are sick and tired of the intimidation of people in the street.  This government has an 
opportunity to make these changes.  If it does not do it, we will.  I have no compassion for these people at all.  
They are the scum who are infecting our young people.  In the past few weeks we have seen examples of what it 
can do to young people and families.  It breaks them apart and it breaks the hearts of people all around Western 
Australia.  Instead of spreading fear on our streets, those known criminals who walk free today will live in fear 
of a Liberal government - I can assure them of that. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [3.20 pm]:  I remind the house that the motion condemns the Labor 
government for failing to provide the resources and legislative capabilities necessary to fight organised and 
serious crime in Western Australia.  The opposition condemns the government because it is not resourcing those 
areas of government that need resourcing.  We know that Western Australia Police is well and truly under 
authorised strength, and the officers are desperately trying to do a good job.  I will not criticise the police in this 
debate because they do an extremely good job with the limited resources available to them.  The Corruption and 
Crime Commission also does a pretty good job, but with limited resources.  It is clear that the CCC would love 
to get involved in detecting, investigating, surveilling and bringing to justice organised crime gangs in Western 
Australia.  That is part of its job, but this government is reluctant to give the CCC the authority to carry out that 
very important function.   

It goes further than that; that is, to the Attorney General who is responsible for not only the CCC but also the 
court system.  Western Australia has an appalling court system in which known organised crime gang leaders 
can stave off justice for people by up to two years and longer; therefore, delaying their day in court, where they 
will be judged on whether they are guilty of a crime by their peers.  It is appalling that anybody should be 
allowed to delay their appearance in the court for two years.  A lot of things can happen in two years; for 
example, witnesses can be intimidated and fall guys can be brought forward to admit to the crimes.   

Members know a lot of the organised crime gangs in Western Australia.  This government has handed the 
organised crime gangs in this state tremendous Christmas fare.  They have the best Christmas present they could 
because this government is legalising brothels.  If any minister in this government does not believe that 
organised crime gangs will start to control more of the illegal brothels and those working in the sex trade today, 
they do not deserve to be on the government front bench.  The Attorney General tells us that they will not get 
past the good character test.  If any members in this house thinks that the known crime gang bosses in Western 
Australia will ask for an operator or manager’s licence to operate a brothel, they are so stupid, or naïve, that they 
do not deserve to be in this place.  The organised crime gangs will have front people to get the licences but 
everybody will know that the organised crime gangs will be behind them.   

In the United Kingdom now things are so bad that there are 2 000 recognised organised crime gangs.  Its police 
force has set up a separate section comprising 4 500 police officers to deal with organised crime gangs.  I am not 
saying that the organised crime gang members total 2 000, because they total thousands, but the number of 
organised crime gangs totals 2 000.  At this early stage we must do something about organised crime gangs in 
Western Australia, because more and more people are coming into this state from overseas and interstate and 
many of them will be involved in criminal activities.  If we do not, the result will be an exponential growth in the 
number of crime gangs.  It would be a disgraceful thing to happen in Western Australia, but this government is 
doing nothing.  Why is it so afraid to give the CCC the powers to investigate and carry out covert surveillance?   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  They already have the powers, together with the police.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  No, they do not.  They do not have the authority.  It has to go to the police to ask if it can 
use some of the powers and facilities that they have.  I would support the CCC spending more time on organised 
crime gangs in this state than carrying out some of the investigations that it has carried out.  It might have found 
a few dodgy ministers and members on the Labor side of the chamber, and I do not have a problem with that.  
The Kyle inquiry could have done those investigations.  What I want to see - 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  People in glass houses shouldn’t throw stones.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I agree; the member for Yokine should definitely not throw stones, because it will come 
back at him.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Wayde Smith’s out of jail now.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  He was one of the member’s old friends, was he not? 
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Mr R.C. Kucera:  He was one of your mates.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  No, he was not.  I think he worked very closely with the member for Yokine at one time.  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  No, he did not.  I was awake to him.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  I call the member for Yokine to order for the first time.  When I 
am on my feet, he should not continue interjecting.  I do not care who is friends with whom; let us get back to 
the debate.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I appreciate that guidance, Mr Acting Speaker, because I want to get on with this debate.  
It is a very simple factor.  We know that the crime gangs in this state operate 99 per cent of all the drug 
importation and distribution.  We have seen a massive increase in drug-related crime and violent crime.  The 
police do the best they can, but with limited numbers and so many crimes to detect these days the job is very 
difficult.  Why not enable the Corruption and Crime Commission to investigate in this area?  It can work with 
the police, but it should at least be given the authority to investigate, and carry out covert surveillance, 
interceptions and the rest, so that it can gather the evidence needed to combat organised crime.  It desperately 
needs to do that.  I do not think the police would have a real problem with that.  I know they are a bit parochial, 
but there are not enough of them.  They do not have the facilities the Corruption and Crime Commission has.  
Let us get serious.  If we want to stop organised crime, the drug trade and all the other dreadful things that these 
people get involved in, we should do that. 
The Attorney General should introduce legislation providing for three judges to try a member of an organised 
crime gang, so that there is not a jury of 12 people who can be intimidated by some of the thugs and low-lifes 
that the Leader of the Opposition has mentioned already.  Juries are intimidated in the same way as witnesses, so 
we need three judges, I suggest, rather than a jury.   

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [3.28 pm]:  I support the motion.  The prostitution bill currently before 
the house will make this worse.  It is true that under this legislation, people with criminal records will not be able 
to run brothels, but an article in The West Australian quotes a former prostitute saying that such people will be 
driven underground.  Those using underage girls and women from other countries will not be able to put them in 
legal brothels.  The former prostitute said that she believed that legalising the industry sent out a message that it 
was okay to degrade and abuse women.  By making prostitution legal, the government is making it legal for men 
to abuse women, and so the government becomes a pimp.  She believes that legitimisation will increase demand.  
In fact, that is what has happened in the eastern states.  As prostitution has been legalised, the number of 
prostituted women, who are victims working in both legalised and illegal brothels, has increased.  We have the 
statistics that show that that is what will happen here. 

The approach that this government is taking is really interesting when compared to the approach being taken in 
other countries.  The United States is not legalising the abuse of prostituted women.  Under American federal 
laws, the importation of any alien for the purposes of prostitution or for any other immoral purpose is forbidden.  
The punishment is 10 years’ imprisonment.  There is also a punishment for coercion and enticement.  I have 
looked at the situation in the states, just for the record.  How many states of America have a penalty for brothel 
owners?  They are Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, District 
of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah -  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  Member, are you - 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  There are all these states, Mr Acting Speaker, and there are more.  I was reading them 
because I am showing that all these states in America are saying no to prostitution, and this government is 
saying, “Let’s legalise it, and let’s see our children consider it as an acceptable industry.  Let’s see our girls in 
the future abused in these legal and illegal brothels.” 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Member - 
Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  The motion is referring to - 
The ACTING SPEAKER:  The member never even let me finish asking the question.  I was asking about the 
relevance of the member’s comments before she went off on her tirade.  I do not know whether it was against me 
or anyone else.  However, can the member please get back to what we are talking about? 
Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  It was not against you, as the Acting Speaker; it was against the Labor Party as a 
whole.  This matter of public interest is condemning the government for failing to provide the legislative 
capabilities to fight organised and serious crime.  It is not just failing to provide the legislative capabilities; it has 
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actually brought in legislation that legalises this industry.  The people who are into crime in Western Australia 
will be partying when this bill goes through both houses, because it will mean that they will be able to run 
brothels.  They will have people operating those brothels for them, but they will be running both the legal and 
illegal brothels in which we will see women and children.  Yes, I have the statistics with me on children in WA 
who are being enticed into this industry, but this government is saying that it is okay.  I am sure that the 
Treasurer would not want his niece to work in this industry.  If the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 
has family members who have daughters, I am sure that he would not want them to go into the sex industry, in 
which they will be abused repetitively.  If they are not abused physically, they will come out of that industry 
with psychological stress. 
This is a very good MPI.  I hope that the government looks at it carefully, because the prostitution legislation 
that it has brought into this house will result in more crime.  More people who are involved in crime will come to 
WA, so that they can use these brothels to launder money. 
MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [3.33 pm]:  Organised crime 
is a serious issue.  It is one that certainly causes me concern, and it is one that we need to tackle as vigorously as 
we can.  Therefore, I am most disappointed that what is an important issue could be treated as such a joke by the 
Leader of the Opposition.  For the Leader of the Opposition to come into this place so ill-prepared and to make a 
whole lot of absolutely outlandish statements that are not based on fact indicates that he does not care about 
organised crime at all. 

Point of Order 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The minister is saying that I treated this as a joke.  Far from that, this is a very serious 
matter, and the quotes I used were quotes from government reports. 
The ACTING SPEAKER:  It is not a point of order. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I think the false point of order by the Leader of the Opposition shows that I am speaking 
the truth.  He treated this as an absolute joke.  He has done no research and has said a whole lot of outlandish, if 
not hurtful, things about people whom I respect, such as those from WA Police; yet he would have us believe 
that he is in some way serious about organised crime.  I will tell members how incompetent and insincere the 
Leader of the Opposition is.  The letter that he wrote in which he asked for this matter to be debated as an MPI is 
dated 23 September 2007, not today’s date.  He could not even get the date right, let alone have any 
understanding of organised crime.  Then he went on to say that the Labor government has failed to provide the 
resources and legislative capabilities - 
Mr T.R. Sprigg interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER:  I call the member for Murdoch to order for the first time. 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The letter claims that the Labor government has failed to provide the resources and 
legislative capabilities necessary to fight organised and serious crime.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  
This government has put in place the toughest proceeds of crime legislation of any state in Australia.  Other 
states might have caught up with us, but when we did it, we had the toughest proceeds of crime legislation.  
Other members can speak about that.  The DPP also had his resources increased from $14.4 million in 2005-06 
to $26.5 million in 2006-07.  That is an 84 per cent increase for the DPP over two years.  There have been other 
increases that I will not go into now. 
I will deal with police resourcing.  We know that per head of population in Western Australia, our police receive 
18 per cent more resources than the average across the other mainland states.  In the last four years of the 
previous Liberal government, it did not put up one dollar for additional police.  However, we brought in 
250 police in our first four years in office, and we are bringing in another 350, making a total of 600 additional 
police.  The Frontline First and civilianisation programs have resulted in another 400 police moving from 
backroom jobs to the front line.  The crime statistics across all the major areas are going down.  Clearly, police 
are delivering, and they have been resourced.  That is not to say that organised crime is not an issue and that we 
do not need to deal with it.  However, when the Leader of the Opposition says that this government has done 
nothing to fight organised crime - I quote him; he said that we had done nothing to fight organised crime - we 
know that he simply has no idea what he is talking about.  He has not even done the elementary research to be 
able to deal with a debate on organised crime. 
If we look to what organised crime is and where it needs to be dealt with, clearly, organised crime does not know 
boundaries between states or even countries.  We need to work with the other states and the Australian Federal 
Police.  It is a matter that comes up every time we have a police ministers’ conference.  It has been on the agenda 
for all the conferences I have attended in the time I have been police minister.  We look to see how we are 
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cooperating and the efforts we are putting in to tackle organised crime.  This involves looking at things such as 
identity fraud, which is a key part of organised crime being able to flourish.  We introduced legislation into 
Parliament only last week so that we can toughen up on the security industry, which can in some respects be a 
cover for some parts of organised crime.  We want to make sure we are dealing with that.  Trafficking and 
manufacturing drugs is a huge issue.  Again, resources are going into that area; tougher legislation is being 
drafted and resources are being provided to police.  There are also financial crimes and fraud.  Even though a lot 
of that is caught by federal legislation relating to money laundering, we are certainly working in that area, which 
is a key way in which we need to tackle organised crime.  In a whole range of areas things need to be done, and 
we are doing them.  We need to do more.  However, we also need to have a debate that is based on fact, not on 
the absolute nonsense that we have heard from the opposition so far. 
In terms of the commonwealth parliamentary joint committee and the suggestion that about $4.2 million being 
the commitment to investigating and combating - 
Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER:  I call the Leader of the Opposition to order for the first time. 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  That is a figure that was given by the Commissioner of Police.  I do not know what 
question he was asked.  Of course, the specific question that is asked makes a big difference to the answer that is 
given. 
Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER:  I call the Leader of the Opposition to order for the second time. 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  That was a direct and, I expect, correct answer by the Commissioner of Police relating to 
direct funding to a particular area of WA Police’s action against organised crime.  I have a note from the police 
about a range of areas where organised crime is targeted in the 2006-07 financial year.  The organised crime 
division’s recurrent budget is $1.5 million.  The organised crime division’s specific funding issues - that is, the 
drug task force fund - amount to just over $1.5 million.  The organised crime division’s salaries, wages and 
expenses amount to $12.5 million.  The commissioner did not include wages in the figure he gave; it was just 
operational money going to organised crime.  Seventy per cent of the state intelligence division’s work is being 
committed to organised crime.  Its recurrent budget is $1.5 million.  The state intelligence division’s salaries, 
wages and expenses - again, 70 per cent of its budget is committed to organised crime - amount to $8 million.  
That totals over $25 million just in those areas, which are clearly tackling organised crime.  That does not 
include the commitment of regional police and metropolitan police districts and their numerous actions against 
outlaw motorcycle gang runs.  Huge resources are put into that.  The effort that goes into uncovering clandestine 
drug laboratories at the regional level is not included in that figure of $25 million.  District detectives are 
involved in aspects of combating organised crime.  That is not in that total figure either.  The commercial agents 
squad, which again looks at organised crime as it relates to licensed liquor outlets and the security industry, 
clearly targets organised crime as well.   

The charter of the motor squad is to “investigate serious motor vehicle theft committed by established criminal 
networks or by significant criminal entities; investigate significant criminal entities that have a propensity to 
commit serious motor vehicle theft; and investigate the sophisticated re-identification of stolen motor vehicles”.  
We can see that the motor squad has an involvement as it also targets organised crime.  When cars are stolen on 
order, rebadged and shipped around Australia, that is organised crime.  The police will actually commit 
$30 million to $40 million towards organised crime, not just $4.2 million, which is direct funding rather than the 
various aspects of police operations.   

We have a serious concern about organised crime.  We need to treat it seriously.  I am disappointed that the 
opposition treats it as a joke.  It has come out with a hotchpotch of half-baked ideas instead of having any real 
understanding of what the issues are and how they might be tackled.  I have just shown that the claim by the 
Leader of the Opposition that this government has done nothing to fight organised crime could not be further 
from the truth.  In terms of the commitment to resources and changes to the legislation we have made, we have 
certainly been proactive.  Have we done enough?  No.  We need to do more.  We will continue to do more.  
Legislation that clearly targets this area was introduced just last week.  Again, the Leader of the Opposition was 
caught out.  He could not get the date on his letter to the Speaker right.  He made this absolutely ridiculous 
statement that this government has done nothing to fight organised crime when in a few minutes I have been able 
to outline some of the things we have done.   

I find the claim by the Leader of the Opposition that the police are intimidated by outlaw motorcycle gangs 
particularly offensive.  The Leader of the Opposition has sunk even further in my eyes and in the eyes of other 
members of Parliament if he believes that our police are intimidated by outlaw motorcycle gangs.  That is an 
absolutely ludicrous statement from the Leader of the Opposition.  There is absolutely no basis to it at all.  Our 
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police do not step back from fighting organised crime and they do not step back from tackling outlaw motorcycle 
gangs.  I fully support them in the difficult work they do.  It is absolutely outrageous that the Leader of the 
Opposition should seek to smear the good officers of WA Police by suggesting that they are intimidated and not 
willing to take up the fight against outlaw motorcycle gangs.   

We do have a privilege in this place that gives us the ability to speak out.  That is important.  It puts a 
responsibility on us to check the facts when we make claims.  I know that the Leader of the Opposition did not 
name any of the people who he claims are involved.  He named a few ethnic groups in particular, which could 
besmirch a lot of very good people.  He did not mention a single name.  If he had done some research, it might 
be appropriate to use parliamentary privilege to name someone.  I find it absolutely despicable that the Leader of 
the Opposition has simply come in here and launched an attack on the fine and outstanding officers of WA 
Police.  He has a plan to give the Corruption and Crime Commission the role of taking over a range of areas for 
which the police currently have jurisdiction and responsibility and the resources.  There is the potential under 
legislation for the CCC and the police to work together.  Members need to remember that the Corruption and 
Crime Commission is like a royal commission; it has incredible powers.  Those powers can be used in a range of 
ways.  The Leader of the Opposition was saying that we should push the police aside and give the job to the 
CCC.  I do not accept that at all.   

I was a member of the first select committee that looked into establishing the official corruption commission in 
1991.  We went to the then Independent Commission Against Corruption in New South Wales and the then 
Criminal Justice Commission in Queensland.  The briefing we got from the CJC was that it had taken over police 
operations in a range of areas.  After the Fitzgerald Commission of Inquiry into Possible Illegal Activities and 
Associated Police Misconduct, there was a total lack of confidence in the Queensland police.  It established the 
CJC to do a whole lot of work that was clearly police work.  I had the very clear view in 1991 that while that 
may be an effective transitional arrangement, those key policing areas should not be taken away from police and 
given to another body.  The CCC has a role to play, and that is being reviewed.  With regard to what the Leader 
of the Opposition said he would get the Corruption and Crime Commission to do, we are clearly given the 
impression that he has no confidence in WA Police and he would simply move a whole lot of those 
responsibilities to the CCC.  That is not my view.  The police have shortcomings - they do not always get it 
right - but I think they are a very fine body of men and women who are committed to serving the people of 
Western Australia.  They do their best, and I think they do a good job.  I totally reject this attack on WA Police 
by the Leader of the Opposition.   

Then the member for Hillarys suggested that somehow prostitution reform law would provide some extra 
support or encouragement to organised crime.  The opposition is clearly out of step with the police commissioner 
and with the findings of a number of major inquiries and a royal commission.  All those people who sat and 
considered the issues saw that the problems and the potential for corruption of police were lessened if there were 
proper laws governing prostitution.  We can come up with different models but the only people who are 
suggesting that somehow regularising the law on prostitution will create more prostitution and create organised 
crime are a few members opposite.  Not everyone opposite has that view; a few people are keeping quiet.  That 
argument is absolutely without support.  If we are to have a police force that is as free from corruption as 
possible - I think we are very close to that - we need to ensure that we have a proper set of laws on the very 
unsavoury area of prostitution.  Everyone knows that except the few members opposite who simply do not want 
to accept the realities and all the reports that have come out.   

The matter of public interest moved by the Leader of the Opposition is an absolute joke.  When we talk about 
organised crime, we should not be joking.  It is a very serious matter.  It has the potential to undermine standards 
in our society.  It has the potential to do huge amounts of harm, as is done by the pushing of illegal drugs in our 
community.  Organised crime clearly is a key part of that.  We need to tackle organised crime, and, if organised 
crime is to be tackled, people need to do their homework.  Resources need to be committed to this area, and this 
government has committed the resources.  We are providing 18 per cent more resources per head of population 
than that provided in all the other mainland states.  We also need tougher laws.  We have brought in the toughest 
laws governing the proceeds of crime, and we will continue to do things in that area.  We have put more 
resources into that area.  We are tackling that area and we will do more.  However, it would be very helpful if we 
had a debate that was based on fact and was rational, not the absolute tripe that we have heard today from 
members on the other side of the chamber. 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [3.50 pm]:  The member for Nollamara needs to take one of the education 
courses run by the Corruption and Crime Commission.  If he had taken one, he might understand that he is 
supposed to tell the truth in this place. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  The member for Balcatta. 
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Ms S.E. WALKER:  He is the member for Balcatta, is he?  First, perhaps the member for Balcatta, the Minister 
for Police and Emergency Services, should have listened to the farewell speech given on 20 March 2007 by 
Commissioner Hammond, a man who knew what he was talking about, is highly educated and highly skilled, 
had been in the law for years and years and had overseen commission hearings.  In relation to the organised 
crime function, he said -  

The CCC . . . has two main purposes.  One is to improve continuously the integrity of, and to reduce the 
incidence of misconduct in the public sector.  The other is to combat and reduce the incidence of 
organised crime. 

Unfortunately, I would have to list this second purpose as one of my disappointments at the 
Commission. 

Did the Minister for Police ever read that? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  That agrees with what I said. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  No, it does not.  The minister should take an education course, because he must tell the 
truth.  Commissioner Hammond went on to say -  

The Commission is not empowered to use its powers to directly undertake investigations into organised 
crime.  Rather, the police are entitled to apply to the Commissioner of the CCC to be able to use so-
called extraordinary powers vested in the CCC to investigate organised crime. 

However, there have only been two applications from police to use these powers and this has been 
extremely disappointing. 

In a report tabled in the Parliament in December 2005, the Commission detailed difficulties with the 
current legislation including the definition of organised crime and the Commission’s powers to deal 
with contempt. 

The minister has been asleep on the job.  He has stood in this place and talked claptrap.  He said that the 
opposition had not done any research.  I have done a bit of research and so has the office of the Leader of the 
Opposition.  All the minister did was talk a load of claptrap.  The minister has not read Commissioner 
Hammond’s report and has not acted on his recommendations.  The point is that the CCC has no power to 
investigate organised crime or serious crime.  We are not criticising the police.  We are saying that we would 
like the police and the Corruption and Crime Commission to work together to make them more powerful and so 
that both parties can use their resources and skills.  I am not standing here on behalf of Mr Len Roberts-Smith 
and saying that the CCC would like its powers to be expanded, and nor should I, as a member of Parliament.  I 
am standing here because I think it would be a good thing for the CCC to have those powers.  It has been 
demonstrated to be a good thing for the Queensland Crime and Misconduct Commission.  I would like the 
definition of “organised crime” to be expanded to include the definition used by the commission in Queensland.  
The Crime and Misconduct Commission has those powers.  It spells out exactly what it is interested in.  It is 
interested in criminal paedophilia - is there any other sort of paedophilia?  It is interested in organised crime and 
in targeting terrorism.  I agree with the comments of the member for Alfred Cove about the state being a party to 
organised crime under the Prostitution Amendment Bill.  The state is legislating to collect taxes from organised 
crime under the Prostitution Amendment Bill.  I would like changes to be made to the Corruption and Crime 
Commission Act, and we will introduce a bill to ensure that that happens. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin - Deputy Leader of the National Party) [3.53 pm]:  The minister in his reply 
said that the debate should be based on fact.  In the short time I have available, I will provide some facts.   

The fact is that I think this is a good motion.  I congratulate the Leader of the Opposition.  The fact is that 
organised crime has obviously been growing in Western Australia.  Unfortunately, the tentacles are well and 
truly extending to country WA, and it is having a detrimental effect on regional areas.  Another fact is that, no 
matter what figures are cited, the police presence has decreased in country regions.  People who live and work in 
those areas know that the police presence has decreased.  That is making some towns vulnerable.  It makes them 
attractive to the criminal element because there are no police in those towns.  Young vulnerable local people are 
getting caught up in the web, and that is causing great problems in a lot of country towns.  People in country WA 
support the police, but some people in the hierarchy handled the closure of police stations very poorly.  I 
congratulate the police commissioner, who is coming down, but we will raise some of these issues.  If we do not 
jump on this issue, some small areas will be dominated by organised crime.  It is a real concern.  The concern 
that has been expressed in some areas is that some of our major events are attracting that element.  I fully support 
this excellent motion. 
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MR J.N. HYDE (Perth - Parliamentary Secretary) [3.55 pm]:  I totally disagree with this motion.  It puts 
emphasis on resources and legislative capabilities.  I will detail exactly what resources the Carpenter government 
has provided.  On the matter of the legislative capabilities, who introduced the Corruption and Crime 
Commission Act?  Who was in power for eight years and did nothing?  Who has not only introduced the CCC 
act, but also is undertaking the review? 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  Order, member for Nedlands. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I challenge the Liberal Party to bring into this place its draft suggestions.  What has it 
submitted to the independent review being undertaken by Gail Archer?  It has submitted nothing.  I challenge 
members opposite to bring into this place in the next few weeks their suggestions.  They should get in and do 
some real research.  An opposition should be beavering away and should not put the wrong date in this motion - 
it was a month out. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  The member for Nedlands has had her say.  Let the member for Perth have his. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  A proper opposition - 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I call the member for Nedlands to order for the first time. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  A proper opposition should use its time to develop legislation -  

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I call the member for Nedlands to order for the second time.  I know that she likes 
to be centre stage, but this debate has been brought on by her side of the house and I would like to listen to the 
debate. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  The member has had her opportunity. 

I challenge the Liberal Party to do what an opposition should be doing; that is, have a go, have a stab at drafting 
some legislation, try to get the date right, try to get the words in the right order and make sure that it is an active 
participant in a parliamentary democracy.  We need a healthy, functioning opposition.  It should use every 
opportunity available to do so, such as reviews of legislation.  It should acknowledge -  

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Members, there are five different conversations going on in the chamber at the 
moment.  I ask members to take their conversations outside so that we can hear the member. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I encourage opposition members to put forward suggestions so that when the CCC act is 
reviewed, it is the best possible review of the legislation.   

Let us look at what the Carpenter government has done in financing its crackdown on organised crime.  The 
Carpenter government launched a major crackdown on organised criminals, including drug traffickers, and 
announced in the middle of August that it would allocate an extra 13 people to pursue the assets that criminals 
have gained illegally.  Clearly, under this government, as distinct from when the Liberal and National Parties 
were in power and did nothing about organised crime, we know that going after the assets and unexplained 
wealth of criminals is the best way to put a stop to organised crime getting a foothold.  We have given the 
Director of Public Prosecutions an extra six staff members.  The Western Australian police service will get an 
extra seven staff members to investigate the financial dealings of organised criminals and to confiscate their 
money and property.  That debunks immediately the premise of the motion regarding resources.  Nine more 
people will be employed in the fight against organised crime.  Importantly, that includes lawyers and forensic 
accountants.  Police will have an additional four detectives to boost the strength of the proceeds of crime squad. 

In the opening remarks of the Leader of the Opposition, he was challenged quite rightly by the member for 
Girrawheen to name names.  However, he named nobody.  It was like something out of a 1930s cops and robbers 
movie in the United States.  He vilified two wonderful racial groups within the Western Australian community 
and would not dare name one person.  He would not even give the name of a former Liberal candidate for a seat 
in Western Australia.  That is the last person that I can think of who has publicly been named in any connection.  
The Leader of the Opposition decided to vilify the wonderful contribution that the Serbian Orthodox community 
has made in the state of Western Australia.   

Point of Order 
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Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The material I quoted came straight out of a parliamentary Senate select committee 
inquiry.  It was not in any way derogatory towards any group.   

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  There is no point of order.   

Debate Resumed 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  The federal government named an African group.  People who racially vilify others hide 
behind the cloak of using a quote out of context.  To have identified two racial groups in a speech about 
organised crime and to have not had the guts to name any individual -  

Points of Order 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  I take a point of order under standing order 108 relating to a matter of privilege.  In doing 
so, I feel that you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson), may feel the need to consider what I am going to say.  
The member for Perth made the comment that one Gail Archer is the person charged with undertaking an 
independent review of the Corruption and Crime Commission Act as is laid out in section 266 of the act.  The 
member for Perth has stated that the opposition has made no submissions to Gail Archer and her review.  I am 
curious to know how the member for Perth could possibly know that.  I do not know whether or not the 
opposition has made a submission.  This is a serious matter of privilege.   

Mr J.N. Hyde:  I gave you the chance to admit you had done some work.  Tell us now -  

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I call the member for Perth to order! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  This is not the first time that the member for Perth has made comments in this chamber 
about the Corruption and Crime Commission.  I ask you, Mr Acting Speaker, to refer this matter to the Speaker 
so that he can determine whether there has been a breach of privilege.  I want an explanation as to how the 
member for Perth can come into this Parliament and comment in any way whatsoever about submissions that are 
being made under the Corruption and Crime Commission Act.  How can he have any knowledge of that 
whatsoever?  This is a serious matter of privilege.  I raise it now because it has just been mentioned.  I hope you, 
Mr Acting Speaker, will refer that matter immediately to the Speaker so that he can respond to this house.   

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I will refer the matter to the Speaker.  We will now continue the debate on the 
matter of public interest.   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I ask you, Mr Acting Speaker, to consider whether points of order are being used to 
simply disrupt debate or to try to have another go at entering the debate.  During this debate, which is supposed 
to take about an hour, the Leader of the Opposition has twice taken points of order that were not points of order 
at all; rather, he was trying to re-enter the debate.  I am sure that it will be found that the point of order made by 
the member for Cottesloe has no basis whatsoever in privilege.  Opposition members are using points of order to 
interrupt and stall the debate.  That is a difficult call to make.  If my impression is one that you, Mr Acting 
Speaker, or the Speaker see as having some basis, we have a major problem in this house.  Members should not 
take points of order when there is no basis for them and when they use them as a means of re-entering the debate 
or disrupting the proceedings of the house.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Further to the Leader of the House’s point of order, I venture to suggest that he has just 
done what he has accused members on this side of the house of doing.  The member for Cottesloe’s point of 
order clearly related to a question of privilege.  I think that you, Mr Acting Speaker, made the right decision in 
referring the matter to the Speaker so that he can make a decision later today.  That is the appropriate way for 
this chamber to operate.  If anyone is wasting time by making irrelevant points of order, the Leader of the House 
has just done that. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I have already ruled that I will refer the member for Cottesloe’s point of order to the 
Speaker.  From my perspective in the chair, many members have made points of order to get their point of view 
across.  The Leader of the Opposition has done that a couple of times and I nearly called him to order for doing 
that.  Points of order are not supposed to be used in that way.  We will continue with the debate.  I will pass on 
the message to the Speaker as it relates to standing order 109.   

Debate Resumed 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Obviously, a sore point was touched on.  There have been public advertisements from 
Hon Gail Archer about an inquiry.  I am quite happy to put my hand up and say that I have put in a submission.  
I have challenged the opposition to say whether it has put in a submission.  It obviously put in no legislation 
when it was in government.  If opposition members have made a submission to Gail Archer, they should confess.  
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Several members interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, members!  I have a made ruling.  I ask the member for Perth to get back to 
the debate.   

Mr T.R. Sprigg interjected.   

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I call the member for Murdoch to order for the second time.  

Mr J.N. HYDE:  When one details the amount of resources and people power that the Carpenter government 
has put into boosting the fight against organised crime in this state, the opposition goes to water.  Clearly, the 
motion has been blown out of the water.  I urge all Liberal members to realise that their leader got this motion 
wrong.  They should join us in opposing this tepid and poor motion.   

It is very important to note that this government introduced the Criminal Property Confiscation Act, which 
requires a person to establish that the ultimate source of his or her wealth is lawful.  The act provides for the 
confiscation of a declared drug trafficker’s property.  This government announced that the Office of Director of 
Public Prosecutions’ confiscation section would receive an extra $2.4 million this financial year alone.  That is 
an increase of $800 000 compared with what it had last year.  In this financial year alone, the police will receive 
an extra $400 000.  The DPP is currently in the process of confiscating a $600 000 luxury boat, four properties in 
Port Hedland that belong to an alleged drug dealer and more than $2 million in assets from a couple in Perth who 
have been charged with serious drug offences.  More importantly, the DPP has estimated that his office currently 
has $88 million in frozen property.  I have been to Maylands to look at some of it.  Some tremendous assets have 
been frozen.  The Carpenter government has removed $88 million worth of assets from people who cannot 
explain their wealth under the Criminal Property Confiscation Act.  The Liberals and Nationals did absolutely 
nothing when they were in government.  This government has committed resources and people power.  Previous 
governments did not introduce a Corruption and Crime Commission Act.  As we have seen, the poor member for 
Hillarys has no idea about the powers of the police at the moment.  The police have all the surveillance powers 
available to a Corruption and Crime Commission royal commission.  They have the same powers for accessing 
telecommunications and intercepts.  They have the same powers for buggings and so on.  All the research and 
best practice from around the world states that we should not centralise our oversights into one body.  We must 
have an empowered police service and an empowered separate body.  If we give one of those bodies all the 
powers, we will encourage organised crime.  Organised crime wants it easy; it wants to corrupt those who have 
the real power.   

The report of the Victorian Ombudsman, George Brouwer, on police corruption in that state indicates that the 
very problems that are happening in Victoria have not happened in WA because we have set up a separate 
Corruption and Crime Commission.  We have two different avenues for dealing with police corruption.  I 
appreciate that there are differences of opinion regarding the CCC’s organised crime functions and that it is very 
important that we review them.  That is why this review is open and people are free not only to comment now to 
Gail Archer but also to comment when the legislation finally comes into this Parliament under the legislated-for 
sunset clause.  Members must remember that it was the state Labor government that said it would bring in best 
practice CCC legislation.  It took the best parts of the legislation from the Criminal Justice Commission and the 
Crime and Misconduct Commission in Queensland, the Independent Commission Against Corruption in New 
South Wales and other bodies from around the world. 

We know that legislation is a flawed thing, particularly when it is fiddled with when it goes to the other place.  
That is why we included the sunset clause that requires the legislation to be reviewed.  It is therefore very proper 
that Gail Archer undertake a public review, publicly seeking comments and submissions.  When she finishes the 
review and it comes to the Attorney General and to this Parliament, I hope that this Parliament will be able to 
make a very informed decision about the legislation. 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Quite clearly, from the comments of members opposite, they are not informed.  They come 
into this place and beat their chests like the Al Capone hunters that they think they are.  They cannot name any 
individuals.  When they are challenged to name names, they say nothing.  All they do is undertake racial 
vilification and name racial groups without any evidence whatsoever.   

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  Order, members!   
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Mr J.N. HYDE:  This year, 2006-07, we have been able to increase the revenue from the proceeds of crime 
legislation by more than 100 per cent, from $2.5 million to $5.6 million.  The Director of Public Prosecutions 
himself has advised that he expects to double this amount again next year to more than $10 million.  The 
Carpenter government is determined to reinvest the money that it gets through prosecutions against the illegal 
activities of criminals and organised crime to pursue the finances and property of other criminals.  Work is also 
underway in the drafting of new laws that will protect innocent third parties who get caught up in the proceeds of 
crime legislation.  All the money generated by the proceeds of crime legislation has been spent on either 
investigating criminals or on programs to help the victims of crime.  I am very proud of the measures that the 
Carpenter government has taken to assist the victims of crime.  It is very important that we are able to reinvest 
the money that comes from criminal elements and to be able to give it to groups that work for victims of crime 
and on the prevention of crime.  I refer to groups such as the excellent Angelhands in South Perth, which 
received $45 000 from our proceeds of crime fund to help victims affected by serious crimes, such as murder.  
The funding included $50 000 to a Fremantle group to improve the lives of children affected by substance abuse, 
and $100 000 to a group that deals with homeless men who have drug dependency issues.  We are therefore very 
keen to make sure that we are reinvesting the money that we are getting from organised crime and the 
perpetrators of crime.  An amount of $100 000 went to a Joondalup group in your electorate, Mr Acting Speaker 
(Mr A.P. O’Gorman), to help women there with substance abuse problems and to deter them from entering a life 
of crime. 

Members opposite constantly talk about women’s rights and about preventing people from getting involved in 
crime.  They had their chance and did nothing.  This government is providing for at-risk people by giving them 
better funding and resources.  Of course, it is this government that has looked after regional Western Australia.  
No National Party member of the house - not one is present in the chamber - has done that.  Again, this 
government has invested in outlying Indigenous communities, in Derby groups, a number of groups throughout 
the Kimberley and groups throughout remote WA that are preventing crime to ensure that we are attacking crime 
not only from the top but also all the way down.   

I refer back to the unfortunate, nebulous comments - that is all I can call them - of the Leader of the Opposition, 
which were just cliché after cliché, without any substance at all. 

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I have never claimed and have no idea - 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Members.  Time - 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  It is a sore point because members opposite know that they have been asleep.   

Point of Order 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  The member for Perth is still proceeding and his time has expired. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I have called the member for Perth to sit down. 

Debate Resumed 

Question put and a division taken with the following result - 
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Ayes (19) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Mr M.J. Cowper Mr D.T. Redman Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan Dr K.D. Hames Mr A.J. Simpson Ms S.E. Walker 
Mr M.J. Birney Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr G. Snook Mr G.A. Woodhams 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr R.F. Johnson Dr S.C. Thomas Mr T.R. Sprigg (Teller) 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mr P.D. Omodei Mr M.W. Trenorden  

Noes (27) 

Mr P.W. Andrews Mr R.C. Kucera Mrs C.A. Martin Mrs M.H. Roberts 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Mr F.M. Logan Mr M.P. Murray Mr T.G. Stephens 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Mr P. Papalia Mr P.B. Watson 
Dr J.M. Edwards Mr J.A. McGinty Mr J.R. Quigley Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mrs D.J. Guise Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr J.N. Hyde Ms S.M. McHale Ms J.A. Radisich Mr S.R. Hill (Teller) 
Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr A.D. McRae Mr E.S. Ripper  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Independent Pairs 

Dr E. Constable 
Dr J.M. Woollard 

Question thus negatived. 
 


